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Health Care Financing Administration, HHS § 489.62

Subpart F—Surety Bond
Requirements for HHAs

SOURCE: 63 FR 313, Jan. 5, 1998, unless oth-
erwise noted.

§ 489.60 Definitions.
As used in this subpart unless the

context indicates otherwise—
Assessment means a sum certain that

HCFA may assess against an HHA in
lieu of damages under Titles XI, XVIII,
or XXI of the Social Security Act or
under regulations in this chapter.

Assets includes but is not limited to
any listing that identifies Medicare
beneficiaries to whom home health
services were furnished by a partici-
pating or formerly participating HHA.

Civil money penalty means a sum cer-
tain that HCFA has the authority to
impose on an HHA as a penalty under
Titles XI, XVIII, or XXI of the Social
Security Act or under regulations in
this chapter.

Participating home health agency
means a ‘‘home health agency’’ (HHA),
as that term is defined by section
1861(o) of the Social Security Act, that
also meets the definition of a ‘‘pro-
vider’’ set forth at § 400.202 of this chap-
ter.

Rider means a notice issued by a Sur-
ety that a change in the bond has oc-
curred or will occur.

Surety bond means one or more bonds
issued by one or more surety compa-
nies under 31 U.S.C. 9304 to 9308 and 31
CFR parts 223, 224, and 225, provided
the bond otherwise meets the require-
ments of this section.

Unpaid civil money penalty or assess-
ment means a civil money penalty or
assessment imposed by HCFA on an
HHA under Titles XI, XVIII, or XXI of
the Social Security Act, plus accrued
interest, that, after the HHA or Surety
has exhausted all administrative ap-
peals, remains unpaid (because the
civil money penalty or assessment has
not been paid to, or offset or com-
promised by, HCFA) and is not the sub-
ject of a written arrangement, accept-
able to HCFA, for payment by the
HHA. In the event a written arrange-
ment for payment, acceptable to
HCFA, is made, an unpaid civil money
penalty or assessment also means such

civil money penalty or assessment,
plus accrued interest, that remains due
60 days after the HHA’s default on such
arrangement.

Unpaid claim means a Medicare over-
payment for which the HHA is respon-
sible, plus accrued interest, that, 90
days after the date of the agency’s no-
tice to the HHA of the overpayment,
remains due (because the overpayment
has not been paid to, or recouped or
compromised by, HCFA) and is not the
subject of a written arrangement, ac-
ceptable to HCFA, for payment by the
HHA. In the event a written arrange-
ment for payment, acceptable to
HCFA, is made, an unpaid claim also
means a Medicare overpayment for
which the HHA is responsible, plus ac-
crued interest, that remains due 60
days after the HHA’s default on such
arrangement.

[63 FR 313, Jan. 5, 1998, as amended at 63 FR
29655, June 1, 1998]

§ 489.61 Basic requirement for surety
bonds.

Except as provided in § 489.62, each
HHA that is a Medicare participating
HHA, or that seeks to become a Medi-
care participating HHA, must obtain a
surety bond (and furnish to HCFA a
copy of such surety bond) that meets
the requirements of this subpart F and
HCFA’s instructions.

§ 489.62 Requirement waived for Gov-
ernment-operated HHAs.

An HHA operated by a Federal,
State, local, or tribal government
agency is deemed to have provided
HCFA with a comparable surety bond
under State law, and HCFA therefore
waives the requirements of this sub-
part with respect to such an HHA if,
during the preceding 5 years the HHA
has—

(a) Not had any unpaid claims or un-
paid civil money penalties or assess-
ments; and

(b) Not had any of its claims referred
by HCFA to the Department of Justice
or the General Accounting Office in ac-
cordance with part 401 of this chapter.

[63 FR 313, Jan. 5, 1998, as amended at 63 FR
29655, June 1, 1998]
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